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Introduction 
Have you ever heard of the term designer babies? Is this a new brand of clothes? Are these rich babies that are born into the silver spoon? Well, it is none of the above. It is a baby that has had their genetic makeup altered. This genetic technique is known as “Designer Babies”. The idea came from Dr. Jeff Steinber, an IVF pioneer in the 1970’s. This idea stemmed from many others that came before. In 1928 Frederick Griffith as able to point out that DNA was the molecule of inheritance. A decade later Oswald Avery was able to remove centaur acids, proteins, and carbohydrates from the molecule pneumonia (Minchin, 2017). Then in 1953 Watson & Crick uncovered the double-helical structure of DNA. Later in the 90’s and embryologist Jacques Cohen created the technique of cytoplasmic transfer, in a sense rescuing the egg from an infertile woman (Shanks, 2018). All of these Doctors and scientists’ were the steppingstones of creating the engineered baby.  Designer babies is a controversial topic because of the ethical and moral questions involved on the issue of scientists going beyond the role of man to create a baby.
Pros of Designer Babies 
Right now designer babies are used to help couples select both gender and physical traits in a baby when they undergo fertility treatments. The second way the treatment is being used is for averting life-threating diseases in children.  Advanced reproductive techniques involve using InVitro Fertilization or IVF to fertilize eggs with sperm in ‘test-tubes’ outside the mother’s body in a laboratory. The third way is that parents will have the chance to customize their unborn baby any way they see fit. Everything from immunity to certain diseases to picking the color of their hair will be offered for the ultimate ‘designer baby” (Minchin, 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk62372721]There are additional Pros’ that were highlighted in a CNN article. (CNN – ‘Designer babies” www.cnn.com/2019/11/19/health/designer-baby-analysis-scli-intl-scn (Minchin, 2017).  Genetically modified babies are “highly desirable” to help protect people from disease and could be created ethically within two years, according to a new scientific paper. Gene editing now presents such low risks that it could be used in human embryos, according to an analysis by Kevin Smith, a bioethicist at Abertay University in Scotland, published last week in the journal Bioethics (Guy, 2019). Genetic modification would allow doctors to protect future people against cardiovascular disease, cancer, and dementia, as well as other common illnesses, said Smith (Minchin, 2017).
Parents have now the option of getting children when they have complications due to the developments in science and technology. The government does not have the right to control reproduction. Taking folate during pregnancy will reduce the risk of a child developing autism. It is an example of medically altering a child and it is considered ethically acceptable. Genetically engineering babies is an option, not a requirement for all parents. For those that disagree with it, they do not have to engineer their child. The ethical viewpoints should not cease the advancement of technology (Shanks, 2018).
Cons of Designer Babies 
This is a highly controversial issue. It only takes you to bring up the discussion in your own group of friends and you will hear some very strong views. I would like to explore both sides. Let’s start with the pros of this treatment. It can increase your child’s life expectancy by up to 30 years according to several studies. This is due to the ability to eliminate the child’s defective genes and only keeping healthy genes, greatly reducing any chance of a genetic disorder. This treatment would also influence the baby’s overall life. It would be a positive impact and an edge to your child’s life if they are healthier, smarter, better looking and more. This would give the parent a say on how much more they can enhance their baby’s life (Minchin, 2017).
Although there are positive things which can be obtained from using genetic engineering, it is not error free. For this reason, the process is bound to have human errors which can cause major problems for the baby. The process of genetic modification to create designer babies is still in its experimental stage. Time and research are still needed to eliminate the risk of error. An error could give way to a new form of illness, something that scientists are not aware of and do not know how to treat (Steinbock, 2017).
 The third issue is ethical and moral element to the topic that falls into the same realm of abortion or stem cell research. Does your baby have rights? You are essentially changing the life and mind of a living human being without taking the person’s permission or choice in regard. It can be viewed as a scientific experiment, instead of being treated more like a human being (Steinbock, 2017). 
	This would create a gap in society. The world would be divided into a class of babies who are designer babies and non-designer babies. As a result, “those babies who are created as part of the designer baby series will feel more superior to those who are born naturally without any form of genetic manipulation”  (Steinbock, 2017). 
Conclusion 
	To sum it up, while there are many ethical and moral questions, I do support the creation of designer babies in the society. I personally work for a sperm and egg bank and I strongly believe that due to this I would lean on the pro side. I feel basically the cat is out of the bag. The technology is available, and it is in our human nature to push the limits. I think regardless of the amount of people that are against it and they are the majority I think the opinion would change with social pressure. With America being very Christian and religion continually guiding this country people might change the tune when they see other countries doing it. When it becomes a point of human evolution in a way. This would be a giant step in that direction. Who would not want to give their child an advantage in life? An increased life span, eliminating diseases such as Alzheimer’s and Huntington’s that I have personally lost love ones too. Why wouldn’t I try to give that to my child? The thoughts here are very similar to abortion. What right does anyone have over my body and what I decide to do with it. 
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